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The implementation of an individual support profile aligns with all the National Quality Standards and 
supports all five learning outcomes within the Early Years Learning Framework. 

Early Childhood Education and Care
The Importance of an Individual Profile

Developing an Individual Profile puts the child first! 

When getting to know a child, it is essential that there is a whole team approach, where all Educators 
know and understand each child’s individual profile. An individual profile outlines everything you 
need to know about a child including their strengths and interests. This forms the foundation of a 
respectful and nurturing relationship and allows trust to be developed from day one. There are a range 
of strategies that can be considered and implemented to ensure the child is well supported in your 
service. Remember, these are strategies that can be used with all children. 

When to start an Individual Profile:

•	 During the orientation phase when you first meet the family/ carer  
•	 Ask the family/carer to complete an initial profile prior to their 

child commencing 
•	 This is a working document that gets updated as the child’s 

needs and skill levels change 

Who is responsible? 

•	 Family/carer to provide all initial information
•	 Educators to complete and add information as they get to know child
•	 Regular review of document as child’s needs and interests change 

Benefits of using an Individual Profile

•	 The child’s needs are acknowledged and met
•	 Consistency across Educators — whole team approach 
•	 Reinforces ‘stages not ages’
•	 Ensures an positive and strength-based approach 

Understanding each child’s characteristics  
and building a positive relationship with the child is key! 
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